





The Implementation

Bookt and Aruba Vacation Rentals embarked on the

website project in January 2008, beginning with the
planning and design phases. The first two phases of
the project relied heavily upon on effective partner-
ship and dialogue between Bookt’s chief designer and
Aruba Res’s executive team, and took about a month
to move from initial planning stages to pre-launch.
The website was constructed over the next few months
-albeit longer than Bookt’s typical four-week devel-
opment window - but a timeframe that allowed for ex-
tensive new software development. The new website,
http://www.arubavacationrentals.com, finalized and

tully operational, was launched on October 10th, 2008.

Very few aspects of the existing Aruba Res site were
incorporated into the redesigned site. The new site
teatures compelling photos in striking colors, as well as
a new, modern layout, more interactive features, and a
featured property section. The search function has been
brought to the forefront for emphasis and facilitates
location; properties have been grouped into catego-
ries. Points of interest have been integrated with the
properties, and an interactive mapping application was
added to support the geocoded location, both of which
are expected to increase ancillary sales. Other useful
widgets, including typical weather, and flight informa-
tion were also included. The crucial structural details
mentioned earlier were also implemented, including

search engine optimized site structure, currency and
language translation for international guests, and the
proprietary Bookt Control Panel, which provides for
quick efficiency assessments, lead source tracking and
integration with future property management systems.

The Results

As the site went live very recently, some results are not
yet fully analyzed. All forecasts, however, point toward
a tenfold (or more) increase in search engine traffic as
a percentage of site visitors, as well as an increasing
percentage of unique visitors to the site.

Additionally, the new website structure already points
to better-optimized search engine presence and facili-
tated user interaction and has achieved top rankings
for important keyword searches like “Aruba Vacation
Rentals”. Aruba Res is set to take full advantage of the
Bookt Dashboard, which will put them in an enhanced
position to monitor and control their online activities.
'The revamped concierge services section also promises
to increase the percentage of revenue represented by
ancillary activities.

Conclusion

Aruba Vacation Rentals has taken the right step

torward in establishing a partnership with Bookt. In

a time of exponentially-increasing competition from

both foreign and domestic players, Aruba Res needed
enhanced web presence to maintain prominence in

an increasingly crowded region. Bookt has provided

exactly that: a more functional, more inviting site with

an underlying structure that will drive traffic, increase
visibility and ultimately, sales. Aruba Vacation Rentals

has also gained a

very effective 1nd g A
reliable monitor- B
ing toolkit, along
with an effec-
tive and reliable
partner for their
future success in

Bookt.
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